Integrating Guided Inquiry and Web 2.0 Tools into the Australian Curriculum

Stage 3: EARLY AUSTRALIAN EXPLORERS AND COLONISATION
Year level: Stage 3

Duration of Unit: 10 Weeks       Lesson time: 1.5 hours / week 

Learning areas:  HSIE (History), English, ICT 
Inquiry focus: Early Australian Explorers and Colonisation
Student Outcomes: Based on the History K-6 NSW Syllabus for the Australian Curriculum

HT3-1 describes and explains the significance of people, groups, places and events to the development of Australia 

HT3-5 applies skills of historical inquiry and communication
Learning area skills

Students will:

· develop a greater understanding of what “explore” means and why people explore;

· build their background knowledge of  a variety of early Australian explorers (eg. Blaxland, Wentworth & Lawson, Bass & Flinders, Hume & Hovell) and related subtopics (eg. what early colonial life was like and how and where colonies were developed);
· with teacher assistance, locate relevant resources from a variety of print, audio-visual and online sources (including nonfiction books, DVDs, websites and YouTube clips);
· immerse, explore and identify current research to formulate their own inquiry questions (a Focus Question and 4-6 Contributing Questions);
· note-take relevant information using keywords;

· gather, create and share their research understanding, in order to construct a response to their own Focus Question, using a Web 2.0 tool (eg. Google Slides, Movie Maker, Smore, Powtoon, Animoto, Prezi or own choice from cooltoolsforschools); 

· throughout the unit, self-reflect and share about own learning using an online journal – Google Blogger;

· constructively review classmates’ final presentations.

Wide range of subject matter including, but not limited to: 
· definition of “explore” and “colonisation”
· famous early Australian explorers
· colonisation and where and why it happened
· planning

· mapping 

· inland Australia

· sea routes

· equipment

· achievements 

· impact on Aboriginal people
Australian Curriculum Links:

Cross-curriculum priorities: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures (dependent on the explorer chosen by students as their focus)

General Capabilities: Literacy, Information and Communication Technology (ICT), Critical and Creative Thinking

Assessment: 
· teacher observation of student groups and individual student during class and Learning Centre research activities;

· pair or group research work which is recorded on shared Google Doc that shows the building of background knowledge, note-taking and the formulation and research of student Focus and Contributing Questions;
· research journal entries on class blog – Google Blogger;
· group rubric of assessment task.

	Phase of Guided Inquiry 
	Scaffolds/Strategies
	Use of Digital Tools
	Digital Citizenship
(Common Sense Education Framework)
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Get the students excited about the inquiry topic:
· Invitation to inquiry

· Open minds

stimulate curiosity
	Photo: 



Engraving by Armytage, J.
· Students look at photo to start a class discussion and brainstorming of:

- what the term “explorer” means

- what does an “explorer” do?

· Watch – Australian History: Penal Colonies
· Continue class discussion and brainstorming of existing knowledge of early Australian explorers.

· As a class or individually, complete the Quiz: How much do you know about Australia’s early history?

	· Students link to Google Classroom – with classroom code.

· Using View, Listen & Connect scaffold, students record initial reaction to this topic on explorers via Google Classroom Question:-
We didn’t know that…

It’s fascinating that …  

We’re interested in…

We wonder…?

· Class Learning Centre research blog set up using Google Blogger.
· At the end of each lesson, pairs/ groups of students post a response to teacher librarian’s group message (which includes a question as to how the students are currently feeling about their research and the reasons why).

· Teacher Librarian will post replies to those students who have posted thoughtful, honest and detailed messages. 


	Privacy & Security
· Show students how to create an avatar using – Avatar Creators
· Use this on Google Classroom and Google Sites and discuss the importance of remaining anonymous online as students. (While Google Classroom/Blogger is a “closed” site, this is a good way of making them more aware of creating an image that they wish to portray to the world while still staying safe online.)
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Students get the BIG picture
about the theme to be

studied, and select a topic:

• Build background

knowledge

• Connect to content

• Discover interesting ideas
	Book & Website Exploration:
· Watch – European Explorers: Age of Discovery (Who do you think the 10 famous explorers are?) and/or Burke & Wills
· Using books and websites, groups research various well-known early Australian explorers using the question starters for each explorer: Who? When? Where? How? What? Why?  

· Pairs/ groups create lists of own subtopic explorers researched.

· Sharing Circle - pairs/ groups share their most interesting findings.
· Using bubbl.us the class creates a listing of early Australian explorers “researched” so far by class groups. 
	· Use Student Task Sheet: Early Australian Explorers via Google Classroom, which gives students teacher approved websites to begin their research.
· On shared Google Doc students record references and information found Research: Early Australian Explorers 
· Using Question feature on Google Classroom (and keeping it private), students complete Survey #1:
-Who are you working with? 

-What do you know and understand about early Australian explorers?
-What problems are you having with your research? 
	Information Literacy
· Remind students how to firstly use the teacher-approved websites to begin their search as they have already been evaluated for its quality, credibility and validity.

· Each student to set up a diigo account and create a new Outliner to collect websites of interest.

· Demonstrate to students how to write down key information about well-known early Australian explorers using the question starters for each explorer: Who? When? Where? How? What? Why?  
Creative Credit & Copyright

· Remind the students about the concept of plagiarism and copyright.
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Students build background knowledge of their topic:

· Explore interesting ideas

· Look around

· Dip in
	· Students complete deeper note taking and research about chosen explorer, using nonfiction books and/or websites.
· Using scaffold, students decide on final explorer by evaluating: Intriguing facts, Positives & Negatives of researching this explorer and give them a score out of 20.

	· Students continue to record
information found on Research: Early Australian Explorers and use diigo to manage their online research.
· Using the scaffold, students narrow their topic to one explorer.
· Students post on class blog their response about how the research is progressing and if they need assistance with anything.

	Creative Credit & Copyright

· Living in a ‘copy/paste’ culture, students need to be reminded about their rights and responsibilities as creators in the digital world where they consume, create and share information. Remind students about using key words and how to cite a reference when researching in Google Docs.

· Show students how to use Creative Commons (and Wikimedia) to find images and resources legally.
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Students choose a research question and focus for their research:

· Pause and wonder

· Identify inquiry question

· Decide direction

	· Class discussion of open ended and closed question starters, higher order & lower order questions – see The Knowledge Compass.
· In groups, students formulate their own Inquiry Focus Question and 4-6 supportive Contributing Questions about chosen explorer.

· Students then conference their  draft questions with a teacher  to ensure the questions are relevant, not too narrow/open, etc. 


	· Use The Knowledge Compass (Question Matrix) to guide student creation of Inquiry Focus Questions.
· Shared Google Doc for research and blog for posting group response.

	Digital Footprint & Reputation
· As students are blogging, remind them that our digital world is permanent and that with each post, students are building a digital footprint. Encourage students to self-reflect before they self-reveal and consider how what they share online can impact themselves and others.
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Students collect detailed information from a variety of sources:
· Gather important information

· Go broad

· Go deep


	SURPRISE!
· Where else can you find this information? Are there experts that you could email or contact to go broader and deeper with your research? Encourage students to think about how we can go global.

· Students access relevant nonfiction books and websites to research each of their Contributing Questions.

· Relevant keywords are recorded and reference sources noted, under each Contributing Question. 


	· Using a contact I have with an International Australian School in Singapore who are also doing the same unit of inquiry, organise to Skype this class to see if there are other students doing the same explorer.
· Use Skype in the Classroom to find other classes that may be interested in this opportunity.
· Using Question feature on Google Classroom (and keeping it private), students complete Survey #2:
-Who are you working with? 

-Which explorer are you studying?

-What more do you know and understand about this explorer?

-What problems are you having with your research?


	Relationships & Communication
· As students connect with global communities, remind them about certain ‘netiquette’ rules so that they can build and strengthen positive online collaborative skills.
Internet Safety

· Students will see first-hand how the Internet offers an amazing way to collaborate with others nationally and globally but that they need to maintain their online safety first and distinguish between inappropriate contact and positive connections.
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Students put all of their ideas together to create their product:
· Reflect on learning

· Go beyond facts to make meaning
· Create to communicate


	· Students collate, analyse, and synthesise researched information in order to formulate a response to their Focus Question.

· Draft response to Focus Question on shared Google Doc and select Web 2.0 tool that best suits their final presentation.

· Students then conference their draft ideas with a teacher. 

· Students design final digital presentation.

	· Using a Web 2.0 tool (eg. Google Slides, Movie Maker, Smore, Powtoon, Animoto, Prezi, Smore, or own choice from cooltoolsforschools); students create their final presentation.
	Self-Image & Identity

· Remind students about their online and offline identity when conversing with others.
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Students present their ideas to others, and communicate what they have learned to others:
· Learn from each other

· Share learning

· Tell your story


	· Pairs of students review 3-4 other groups’ final presentations. 
· Students complete written evaluation scaffold whilst rotating around classmates’ presentations (eg. What have you learnt from this presentation? What impressed you about this presentation? How could this presentation have been enhanced? What score / 10?)
· Students share their favourite or highest scoring reviewed presentation in an “Inquiry Circle”.
	· Google Blogger
· Students can share their final presentation with the class in Singapore via Skype  or Padlet.
	Internet Safety
· Continue to remind students how the Internet offers an amazing way to collaborate with others worldwide but we must stay digitally safe by employing strategies such as distinguishing between inappropriate contact and positive connections – such as our Skype and Padlet project.
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Students reflect on their learning:
· Evaluate achievemnt of learning goals

· Reflect on content

· Reflect on process


	· Students complete Survey#3
· Students have feedback from the teacher via rubric for their unit of inquiry


	· Using iRubric or rubric evaluate student work.
· Using Question feature on Google Classroom (and keeping it private), students complete Survey #3:
-Who are you working with? 

-What was your Focus Question?

-What do you know and understand about your chosen explorer?
-Thinking back on your research, what did you find the most difficult to do? Please tick as many things as you like.
 (tick a box)
-Thinking back on your research, what did you find the easiest to do? (tick a box)
-What skills did you learn in doing this research project? List as many things as you like.
-What did you enjoy about this research unit?  List as many things as you like.
-How did you feel about selecting your own explorer and formulating and researching your own questions? Why?


	Digital Citizenship: Cyberbullying
· Play Digital Citizenship: What do you know? (Kahoot Quiz)

· Have a general discussion with the students about the areas of:

-Privacy & Security

-Digital Footprint and Reputation

-Self-Image and Identity

-Creative Credit & Copyright

-Relationships & Communication

-Information Literacy

-Cyberbullying 

-Internet Safety
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